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Barr Rejects 
Counsel for 
Walsh Probe 

Senators ’ Allegations 
Go to Criminal Unit 


By Walter Pincus 

Washington Staff Writer 

Attorney General William P. Barr 
has turned down a request for an 
independent counsel to investigate 
whether Iran-contra prosecutor 
Lawrence E. Walsh did anything 
improper in bringing a new indict- 
ment against former defense sec- 
retary Caspar W. Weinberger four 
days before the presidential elec- 
tion. 

Barr said the Justice Department 
had determined that Walsh, as an 
independent counsel, cannot be in- 
vestigated by another independent 
counsel. 

But in a letter delivered late 
Thursday to the four Republican 
members of the Senate Judiciary 
Committee who had requested the 
independent counsel, Barr said the 
allegation had been referred to the 
Justice Department’s Criminal Di- 
vision “which will take any appro- 
priate action.” 

Senate Minority Leader Robert J. 
Dole (R-Kan.), who has been spear- 
heading the assault against Walsh 
and has called for a presidential par- 
don for Weinberger, initially re- 
quested a Justice Department in- 
vestigation of Walsh’s operation on 
Nov. 9. 

Yesterday, James G. McMillan, 
counsel to the minority leader, said 
he hoped the criminal division 
would promptly undertake an inqui- 
ry. 

McMillan also released a list of 
campaign contributions to Demo- 
cratic candidates and party organ- 
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izations totaling $17,000 made 
since 1984 by James J. Brosnahan, 
who took over as prosecutor in the 
Weinberger case on Oct. 22. 
McMillan also noted that two of 
Walsh’s lawyers who have partic- 
ipated in the Weinberger prosecu- 
tion each gave $250 this year to 
Democrats. 

He said the Weinberger prose- 
cution was “tainted” by these Dem- 
ocratic connections. 

McMillan was an associate from 
1984 to 1987 at the Washington 
office of Skadden, Arps, Slate, 
Meagher & Flom, which is defend- 
ing Weinberger against Walsh’s 
criminal charges. 

Robert Lighthizer, a partner in 
the Washington office of Skadden, 
Arps, was Dole’s chief aide on the 
Senate Finance Committee from 
1978 to 1983. In 1988, Lighthizer 
was vice chairman of Dole’s 1988 
presidential campaign, according to 
the Associated Press. 

Over the past 18 months, AP re- 
ported, Federal Election Commis- 
sion records show that the Skadden, 
Arps political action committee con- 
tributed $8,000 to Dole’s Senate 
reelection campaign, more than to 
any other member of Congress. 

Dole said he had not discussed 


the Iran-contra probe with Light- 
hizer or anyone else at Skadden, 
Arps, AP reported. He said he was 
unaware that Weinberger’s law- 
yers, Robert S. Bennett and Carl 
Rauh, were members of the Skad- 
den, Arps firm “until 10 days ago.” 

Asked whether McMillan's past 
association with Skadden, Arps and 
contributions to Dole from that firm 
might “taint” the impartiality of 
Dole’s call for a Weinberger pardon 
and the senator’s request for a 
criminal inquiry into Walsh’s oper- 
ation, Walt Riker, Dole’s press sec- 
retary, said, “What does that have 
to do with anything? I just don’t get 
it.” 

“That is a pathetic smear that 
will not wash,” Riker said. 

Riker insisted, however, that 
Brosnahan’s past connections were 
relevant to his role as Weinberger’s 
prosecutor. 

Riker later said McMillan’s em- 
ployment with Skadden, Arps had 
ended in 1987 but that a partner of 
that firm, David M. Zomow, a Dem- 
ocrat, “was working with Walsh . . . 
on the [former White House aide 
Oliver L.J North case and on Wein- 
berger.” 

A spokesman for Walsh said Zor- 
now left the independent counsel’s 
office in September 1989, more 
than a year before the Weinberger 
investigation began. 

In their request to Barr for an 
independent counsel, Dole and the 
four senators said they “have ques- 
tions whether or not improper po- 
litical considerations went into the 
timing of the indictment and wheth- 
er improper disclosure of the indict- 
ment was made to the Clinton-Gore 
campaign.” 

They noted, as Dole has said re- 
peatedly the past month, that the 
Clinton-Gore campaign had distrib- 
uted a news release dated Oct. 29, 
1992, one day before the new in- 
dictment was filed. The senators 
also said news reports indicated the 
release commented “in detail” on 
the indictment, implying the Clinton 
campaign had been tipped off to the 
new charge. 

When that allegation was first 
published in the Washington Times 
more than a month ago, Clinton 
spokesman George Stephanopou- 
lous said the date on the release 
was incorrect. 

The release did not describe the 
indictment. Instead, it reprinted 
one Weinberger note contained in 
the indictment and followed it with 
two pages of contradictory earlier 
statements made by President Bush 
on his knowledge of the arms sales 
to Iran. 


